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The  4-1-4  Plan 

r|^his  fall  the  College  put  into  opera- 
-*■  tion  its  new  curriculum  structure 
and  calendar,  popularly  known  as  the  4- 
1-4  Plan.  Under  this  plan  a  student  will 
normally  elect  four  courses  in  the  Fall 
Term,  one  in  the  Winter  Term,  and  four 
again  in  the  Spring  Term.  Obviously,  the 
greatest  change  in  the  curriculum  comes 
in  the  Winter  Term  where  within  the 
listing  of  fifty  offerings  many  brand  new 
courses  have  been  introduced. 

How  this  affects  the  general  library 
budget  is  most  interesting  for  when  we 
checked  with  the  Library  it  was  found 
that  some  departments  have  spent  all  or 
nearly  all  of  their  annual  budget  purchas- 
ing books  needed  for  the  new  courses. 
Naturally  these  purchases  will  be  used 
in  the  future  but  the  cost  of  initiating  a 
new  curriculum  can  be  rather  overwhel- 
ming. 

A  course  in  Greek  archaeology  is  new 
and  although  our  holdings  in  this  area 
are  fairly  extensive,  recent  developments 
in  the  field  have  made  it  necessary  to 
order  over  a  dozen  new  books.  Introduc- 
tion to  the  Film,  another  new  course,  has 
placed  orders  for  twenty-seven  volumes. 
The  Physics  Department  in  offering 
Meteorology  found  that  it  needed  ten  ad- 
ditional volumes  of  source  materials  for 
students. 

The  Government  Department  has 
been  adding  to  its  holdings  of  Middle 
Eastern  materials  for  the  past  few  years, 
but  for  the  survey , Contemporary  Politics 
in  the  Middle  East,  a  dozen  new  volumes 
were  required.  It  has  been  difficult  to 
purchase  many  books  for  Extra-Sensory 
Perception    specifically    related    to    the 


topic,  but  part  of  the  Psychology  budget 
will  be  spent  on  Xeroxing  articles.  Both 
the  Psychology  and  Physical  Education 
budgets  were  affected  because  a  large 
number  of  books  were  needed  for  a  new 
course.  An  Analysis  of  the  Intelligence 
and  Instinctual  Behavior  of  the  Horse. 

Every  student  taking  mathematics  at 
Sweet  Briar  gets  some  training  in  com- 
puters so  it  is  not  possible  to  state  that 
the  thirty  requisitions  in  this  area  were 
made  solely  for  the  Winter  Term  offer- 
ing. Introduction  to  Computer  Science, 
but  it  is  clear  that  some  impetus  was 
there. 

One  redeeming  feature  in  all  this  is 
that  the  Friends  appropriated  funds  in 
1 969  for  sixty-six  volumes  in  the  series 
of  The  American  Negro:  His  History  and 
Literature.  These  books  will  form  the 
nucleus  of  source  materials  for  the  Eng- 
lish Department  offering.  The  Black 
Man  in  American  Fiction. 

It  is  fairly  certain  to  say  that  other  un- 
usual aspects  will  become  known  as  the 
term  commences,  but  it  is  also  obvious 
that  the  preliminary  planning  for  it  has 
already  vastly  affected  the  Library. 


Miscellany 


\> 


It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  announce  that 
at  press  time  the  Anne  Gary  Taylor 
Library  Fund,  originated  last  spring  in 
honor  of  our  former  president,  has  now 
reached  the  impressive  total  of  $40,- 
456.02. 

To  date,  two  hundred  forty-two  mem- 
bers of  the  Friends  1971-72  have  been 
recorded.  Many  of  these  have  been 
Friends  since  the  inception  of  the  organi- 
zation; still  others  are  new  to  us.  We 
welcome  you  all. 


m 

IM, 


1 
I 

to 

I 

to 

i 


to 

(0 

1 
I 

I 

flj 

st 

w 
UJ 

TO 

I 

f 

I 
I 

I 

i 

I 

1 

I 

I 

I 

I 

f 

A 

TO 
M 

f*4 

TO 

I 


f 


A  Major  Acquisition 


Many  important  and  varied 
works  have  been  added  to  the 
Mary  Helen  Cochran  Library 
in  recent  years  by  the  Friends  of  the 
Library.  Especially  valuable  among  them 
are  the  major  sets  which  assist  the  work 
of  not  one  but  several  departments.  The 
newest  such  acquisition  is  the  Corpus 
basilicarum  christianarum  Romae:  The 
Early  Christian  Basilicas  of  Rome  ( IV- 
IX  Cent.).  Published  in  four  volumes 
between  1937  and  1970,  this  monumen- 
tal accomplishment  of  archaeological  and 
historical  scholarship  has  been  brought 
forth  through  the  vicissitudes  of  a  world 
war  and  despite  initially  inadequate 
finances  by  Richard  Krautheimer,  Ger- 
man-born art  historian  and  archaeolo- 
gist, who  is  Jayne  Wrightsman  Professor 
at  the  Institute  of  Fine  Arts.  New  York 
University. 

Professor  Krautheimer,  a  Fellow  of 
the  Mediaeval  Academy  and  of  the 
American  Academy  of  Arts  and 
Sciences,  earlier  taught  at  Vassar  College 
and  is  the  author  of  Early  Christian  and 
Byzantine  Architecture  in  the  Pelican 
History  of  Art  series.  For  some  years  he 
has  been  on  the  Board  of  Scholars  for 
Byzantine  Studies  at  Dumbarton  Oaks 
in  Washington,  D.  C.  In  the  preparation 
of  the  Corpus  basilicarum  he  was  as- 
sisted by  two  architects,  Spencer  Corbett 
and  Wolfgang  Frankl.  who  prepared 
many  of  the  drawings  and  plans  of  these 
early  Christian  churches. 

But  what  is  this  Corpus?  Physically,  it 
is  large  with  a  page  size  of  fifteen  by 
eleven  inches  and  in  excess  of  three 
hundred  pages  to  each  volume,  and  a 
supplementary  volume  is  anticipated  to 
cover  the  early  Christian  predecessors  of 
St.  Peter's,  St.  Paul's  outside  the  walls, 
and  St.  John  Lateran  as  well  as  cata- 
comb chapels.  It  is  extensively  illustrated 
with  photos  of  churches  and  archaeolo- 
gical excavations,  with  drawings,  and 
with  plates  presenting  large  scale  plans. 
Fundamentally,  however,  it  is  a  descrip- 
tive catalog  of  the  Christian  churches  of 
Rome  from  the  fourth  to  the  ninth  cen- 
tury insofar  as  they  are  known.  Some 
entries  are  one  page  long,  and  others 
extend  up  to  144  pages.  S.  Maria  Mag- 
giore,  one  of  the  four  papal  basilicas  and 


a  major  pilgrimage  church,  occupies  60 
pages.  S.  Maria  Antiqua  in  the  Forum 
Romanian,  noted  for  its  important  early 
Christian  murals  and  a  classical  building 
converted  into  a  church,  is  discussed  in 
twenty  pages  with  thirteen  figures  and 
two  plates. 

Each  chapter  or  entry  follows  the 
same  format.  There  is  a  bibliography  of 
works  on  the  church,  sometimes  selected 
but  more  often  extended  with  twenty- 
five  to  one  hundred  titles  of  articles  and 
books.  Then  follows  a  listing  of  ancient 
descriptions  and  illustrations  of  the  build- 
ing, commonly  going  back  to  the  art 
historians  of  the  Renaissance.  Next  ap- 
pears a  chronology  of  the  important 
dates  in  the  history  of  each  church,  in- 
portant  references  to  the  building.  A 
typical  chronology  may  extend  from  the 
mid-fifth  century  to   1960. 


The  text  proper  begins  with  a  de- 
scription of  the  existing  building 
or  site  and  any  remains  from  the 
early  Christian  era.  An  analysis  of  the 
structure  and  any  predecessor  buildings 
is  given.  Then  there  is  a  reconstruction 
of  the  building  process  and  the  history 
of  the  church.  Finally,  a  summary  sec- 
tion assesses  the  historical  position  or 
significance  of  the  basilica  or  church.  In 
the  course  of  each  chapter  one  learns  the 
history  of  the  exploration  and  excavation 
of  each  church  and  site.  The  reader  also 
learns  a  good  deal  about  the  history  of 
the  city  of  Rome  with  its  various  destruc- 
tions and  fires  and  its  restorations  and 
rebuilding  as  well  as  about  the  patrons 
of  church  building,  especially  the  Roman 
bishops. 

It  should  be  self-evident  then  that  this 
set  is  indispensable  for  the  student  of  the 
architectural  history  of  late  imperial  and 
early  medieval  Rome,  a  period  when 
much  of  the  monumental  or  public  build- 
ing was  ecclesiastical.  The  set  is  also  of 
great  value  to  the  historian  and  classicist 
studying  the  city  of  Rome,  and  it  is 
especially  useful  to  the  student  of  ancient 
Christianity.  All  these  interests  or  dis- 
ciplines are  represented  among  students 
and  faculty  at  Sweet  Briar  College. 
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search,  it  should  be  emphasized  that  it 
has  several  qualities  which  make  it  un- 
usually adaptable  to  undergraduate 
teaching.  It  is  in  English  (it  was  simul- 
taneously published  in  an  Italian  edi- 
tion) and  brings  together  the  results  of 
published  research,  especially  archaeolo- 
gical reports,  which  are  primarily  in 
Italian,  French  and  German.  In  fact, 
many  of  these  items  would  be  difficult 
to  secure  in  even  the  best  university  li- 
braries in  the  United  States.  Krautheimer 
and  his  associates  have  had  at  their  dis- 
posal the  resources  of  the  best  libraries 
in  Rome  and  other  European  cities  and 
the  continuous  support  of  the  Pontifical 
Institute  of  Biblical  Archaeology.  Not 
only  have  the  authors  sifted  through  this 
vast  literature,  digested  it,  and  inter- 
preted it  for  us,  but  they  have  also  been 
able  to  secure  the  most  recent  opinions 
of  the  most  eminent  Christian  archaeo- 
logists in  the  world — two-thirds  of  them 
Italians.  This  may  sound  like  too  many 
superlatives,  but  we  are  dealing  with  a 
monumental  work  of  contemporary 
scholarship,  one  which  may  not  be  du- 
plicated or  replaced  for  generations. 

The  organization  of  the  work  also 
makes  it  easy  for  the  undergraduate  to 
find  the  information  she  may  be  seeking 
about  a  particular  building  and  its  his- 
tory. In  many  cases  it  is  not  necessary  to 
read  through  the  analysis  of  the  structure 
and  the  details  of  excavations  to  uncover 
the  history  of  the  building  and  certainly 
not  for  its  significance.  Possibly  the  sup- 
plementary volume  will  provide  an  addi- 
tional scholarly  tool,  namely  an  index  of 
proper  names  so  that  one  can  quickly 
determine  which  Roman  nobles  or  clergy 
were  associated  with  particular  churches. 
This  quality  of  the  text  arrangement  to- 
gether with  the  clear  illustrations  and 
plans  gives  one  ready  access  to  this  dis- 
tinct and  distinctive  group  of  churches, 
the  early  Christian  basilicas  of  Rome. 

So  pleased  is  this  writer  with  this  ac- 
quistion  (and  so  impressed  with  the  gen- 
erous support  of  the  Friends  of  the 
Library  toward  a  multitude  of  major 
sets),  that  he  is  tempted  to  look  about 
at  other  Corpora  and  certain  new  lexi- 
cons in  the  same  field  of  early  Christian 
art  and  architecture,  especially  when  and 
if  they  become  available  in  English  for 


in  the  Loeb  Classical  Library  this  past 
summer.  This  series  publishes  the  Greek 
or  Latin  text  with  English  translation  for 
most  of  the  surviving  classical  authors, 
including  several  early  Christian  and 
some  Jewish  writers.  In  many  cases  the 
Loeb  volumes  provide  the  only  available 
English  translation,  and  the  original  texts 
are  usually  quite  good  although  with 
only  a  minimum  of  critical  notes.  The 
Classics  and  Religion  Departments  con- 
sulted on  our  needs  in  this  series,  omitting 
some  truly  obscure  authors,  and  the 
Friends  met  all  of  them.  I  see  such  joint 
proposals  for  acquisitions  as  one  of  the 
most  fruitful  directions  for  library  de- 
velopment. 

Gregory  T.  Armstrong 
Department  of  Religion 


Gifts 


An  unusual  gift  came  to  the  Library 
recently,  delivered  to  us  by  hand  by  Mrs. 
Toni  Nelson,  widow  of  the  late  Dr. 
Lawrence  Nelson  who  taught  Renais- 
sance and  Shakespeare  courses  at  Sweet 
Briar  for  many  years.  It  is  a  limited  edi- 
tion facsimile  copy  of  the  manuscript  in 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  England  of 
the  minor  poems  of  John  Milton  and  is 
the  gift  of  Mrs.  Ronald  Gaskel  (Alice 
Morris  '59)  who  presented  it  in  memory 
of  Dr.  Nelson. 

The  Trinity  Manuscript  is  one  of  that 
college's  great  treasures.  It  was  acquired 
early  in  the  Eighteenth  Century.  Over 
the  years,  much  use  of  the  manuscript  by 
scholars  has  caused  serious  deterioration 
of  the  fragile  paper.  Fear  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  manuscript  was  so  great 
that  Dr.  Philip  Gaskell,  the  College  Li- 
brarian, recommended  a  complete  res- 
toration, and  from  it,  the  publication  of 
"a  scrupulously  accurate"  facsimile.  The 
photography  was  completed  in  early 
1970  and  the  limited  edition,  of  which 
our  gift  is  No.  155,  was  published  that 
year  by  The  Scolar  Press  of  England. 

It  is  a  beautiful  piece  of  work.  Ten  by 
twelves  inches,  on  fine  quality  grey 
paper,  it  has  the  manuscript  reproduced 
on  one  page  and  a  transcript  opposite.  It 
makes  a  handsome  addition  to  our  Rare 
Book  Collection. 
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Students  Speak  Out 

Last  Spring,  the  student  representa- 
tives to  the  Council  submitted  a  report 
which  stated  that  "in  accord  with  the 
purposes  of  the  Friends,  the  duties  of  the 
student  members  are  to  generate  interest 
in  the  Library  and  to  promote  student 
membership  to  the  Friends."  The  repre- 
sentatives had  also  taken  an  informal 
sampling  of  the  student  body  concerning 
the  Library  in  general  and  the  Friends 
in  particular.  Two  aspects  of  student 
sentiment  were  revealed:  "First,  student 
members  .  .  .  seemed  to  desire  a  more 
personal  relationship  (with  the  Friends). 
Second,  those  students  not  members  were 
uninterested  .  .  .  because  they  could  see 
no  particular  student  function  within  the 
Friends  program." 

In  an  effort  to  improve  communica- 
tions between  the  older  Friends  and  their 
student  associates,  the  Fall  meeting  was 
planned  in  such  a  way  as  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  student  views.  Miss  Edna 
A.  Osmanski  reports  below  on  the  re- 
sults: 

"In  conjunction  with  the  Fall  meeting 
of  the  Friends  of  the  Library  Council 
the  Student  Friends  sponsored  a  book  sale 
and  reception.  All  members  of  the  facul- 
ty and  the  student  body  were  invited  to 
attend  this  affair  which  was  held  on 
Tuesday,  November  9,  in  the  Main  Read- 
ing Room  of  our  Library.  As  the  central 
activity  of  the  afternoon  duplicate  books 
which  the  Library  had  acquired  from 
various  sources,  including  gifts  from 
former  President  Anne  Gary  Taylor, 
were  offered  for  sale.  Everyone  seemed 


to  enjoy  browsing  through  the  interest- 
ing selection  of  books  available  while 
chatting  with  professors,  administrators, 
and  students. 

"Besides  being  a  social  gathering 
which  brought  the  fresh  air  of  lively  com- 
munication into  the  quiet  atmosphere  of 
the  Library,  the  reception  was  designed 
to  promote  greater  student  interest  in  the 
Friends  of  the  Library.  Providing  stu- 
dents with  the  opportunity  to  meet  and 
talk  with  the  members  of  the  Friends 
Council,  especially  our  enthusiastic  chair- 
man Mrs.  Stewart  Gammill,  the  recep- 
tion seemed  to  result  in  a  new  awareness 
of  the  activities  of  the  Friends  and  a 
more  serious  consideration  of  the  role 
which  students  can  play  in  this  organiza- 
tion. 

"The  outcome  of  such  informal  con- 
versations has  been  the  recognition  of 
the  need  for  students  to  have  a  sense  of 
personal  involvement  in  the  activities  of 
the  Friends.  To  initiate  such  a  special 
role  for  students  the  profits  from  the 
book  sale,  which  totaled  more  than 
$170.00,  will  be  held  in  a  separate  fund 
to  be  the  basis  of  a  Student  Friends  proj- 
ect. This  project  will  allow  the  students 
who  benefit  most  from  its  facilities  to 
contribute  in  a  specific  way  to  the  growth 
and  improvement  of  the  Mary  Helen 
Cochran  Library. 

"A  well-attended  event,  the  Student 
Friends  book  sale  and  reception  brought 
the  Friends  of  the  Library  into  the  com- 
munity on  an  informal  level.  The  result 
should  be  a  closer  and  more  productive 
relationship  between  the  Friends  and  the 
students  which  will  benefit  both  the  Li- 
brary and  the  college  it  serves." 
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